Warsaw is an exceptional city not only because of its history, architecture or dynamics
of changes, but also because of its charming areas of greenery, i.e. parks, squares and
gardens: the city’s ornaments and a source of relief for Warsovians. The capital’s cul-
tural offer includes impressive collections of many museums, rich calendars of theatres,

operas and periodic events which will certainly satisfy the tastes and needs of the
most demanding amateurs of culture and art. In compliance with the EU regulations,

the recent years have seen many changes introduced in

disabled tourists.

Royal Route (Trakt Krdélewski)

The Zamkowy Square is located on the out-
skirts of the Old Town and at the end of the
Royal Route, which saw in the Vistula Embank-
ment the main direction of the city’s develop-
ment in the 18th century. Visitors to the square
can admire by the oldest and the tallest secu-
lar monument in Warsaw, one of the capital’s
symbols today. Erected in 1644 on the initiative
of King Wiadystaw IV in honour of his father,
Zygmunt Il Waza, who moved the capital of
Poland from Krakow to Warsaw. The monu-
ment is 22 metres high and the king’s figure

is 275 centimetres high.
cobblestones
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Royal Castle (Zamek Krolewski)
Plac Zamkowy 4, tel. +48 22 355 51 70
www.zamek-krolewski.pl

Constructed at the turn of the 16th and 17th
centuries as a royal residence in the new ca-
pital of the country. It was demolished during
World War Il and has been rebuilt many times
since then. Some of the castle’s precious fur-

r to adapt Warsaw to its

nishings that were saved during World War II
may be seen at the permanent expositions of
the museum. The rest of the furnishings were
robbed and the castle itself was blown up.
It was reconstructed as late as in the 1970s and
1980s, using the fragments that survived the
war. Former royal residence and the seat of the
Sejm. Today it is @ museum where important
state ceremonies are occasionally held.

cobblestones in front of the Castle, steep ramp
(L/\' by the ticket office
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St. Anna’s Church
ul. Krakowskie Przedmiescie 68

One of the oldest and most important churches
in Warsaw. Built in Gothic style in the second
half of the 15th century, it has seen many re-
constructions of its form. The current classicist
facade conceals a rich Baroque interior. A Ba-
roque statue of the Mother of God (the oldest
monument in Warsaw, dating back to 1643)
stands under arcades within the church facili-
ties.
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Church of St. Joseph, the Betrothed of Mary
(Kosciot $w. Jézefa Oblubierica NMP)

ul. Krakowskie Przedmiescie 34

Built in the 18th century, the church survived
World War Il and has retained its original fur-
nishings until today. One of its most important

elements is the boat-shaped rococo pulpit and
an ebony tabernacle dating back to 1654. Fry-
deryk Chopin used to play the church organs
and unforgettable sermons were given here by
Father Jan Twardowski. A statue of Primate Ste-
fan Wyszyniski, also known as the Primate of the
Millennium, stands in front of facade.
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Adam Mickiewicz Monument

ul. Krakowskie Przedmiescie

The monument, designed by C. Godeb-
ski, was unveiled on the 100th anniversary
of the poet's birthday in 1898. It was built
with funds from public collections. It was de-
stroyed during the war and reconstructed
in 1950. The square where the Mickiewicz
monument stands was the destination of the
March 1968 manifestation organized after
the ‘Dziady’, performance, directed by K. Dej-
mek, was banned at the National Theatre.
The Baroque seminar, the Assumption of the Vir-
gin Mary and St. Joseph the Spouse, are located
behind the monument (accessible).
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Church of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary and St. Joseph the Betrothed
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

(Kosciét Wniebowziecia NMP

i $w. Jézefa Oblubienca Bogarodzicy)

ul. Krakowskie Przedmiescie 52/54

Built in the 17th century for Discalced Carmeli-
tes, originally in the Baroque style. Reconstruc-

ted in the 18th century, it was the first church in
the Republic of Poland to have a Classicist fa-
cade. The church was not destroyed during the
war and had served as a pro-cathedral before
the St. John's cathedral was renovated.

Presidential Palace (Pafac Prezydencki)

ul. Krakowskie Przedmiescie 46/50

tel. +48 22 695 13 23

The largest palace in Warsaw, constructed in
the middle of the 17th century. It has served as
the official home of the President of the Repu-
blic of Poland since 1994. It was the residence
of Lech Watesa and Aleksander Kwasniewski.
Today's President, Lech Kaczyniski, also lives here.
The palace is fronted by a statue of Prince Jozef
Poniatowski by B. Thorvaldsen.

Le Royal Meridien Bristol Hotel

ul. Krakowskie Przedmiescie 42/44

tel. +48 22 551 10 00
www.lemeridien-bristol.com

Built between 1899-1901, to a design
by W. Marconi, member of the jury in
the competition held at that time. The hotel
building is in Neo-Renaissance style, with
a Secessionist interior décor. It was co-owned
by I. J. Paderewski, who was a member of
the consortium financing its construction.

The hotel was once and still is among
the most exclusive hotels in Poland, famous
for balls, receptions and parties. W. Kossak,
lived and painted here before the war (pay-
ing with his paintings), J. Kiepura sang from
a balcony in front of thousands of Warsaw
residents and J. Pitsudski organized parties
in the hotel.
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rooms for the disabled. Restaurants, ‘Marconi’,
‘Malinowa’ and ‘Cafe Bristol’, one step.

University of Warsaw

(Uniwersytet Warszawski)

ul. Krakowskie Przedmiescie 26/28

tel. +48 22 552 00 00, www.uw.edu.pl

A complex comprising more than ten buildings
(the Uruski Palace, the Tyszkiewicz Palace, the
Auditorium Maximus, the Kazimierzowski Pala-
ce, to name but a few) where one of the most
important universities in Poland has its seat.
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Academy of Fine Arts

Czapski (Krasiriski) Palace

ul. Krakowskie Przedmiescie 5
tel. +48 22 320 02 00, www.asp.waw.pl

The Palace has had many owners who have all
commissioned its rebuilding by the most out-
standing architects. It was built between 1713-
1718. Its 18th century facade was restored after
the war with Baroque and Classic elements.
In the Palace premises there are painting and
graphic studios. In the left side outbuilding is
the apartment where the Chopin family lived
(access 2nd floor - no lift). Among the other
residents of the palace were: S. Matachowski,
Z. Vogel, Z. Krasinski.

In the courtyard in front of the palace is
a copy of Verrocchio’s work, B. Colleoni’s statue,
Venice condotierre, donated to Warsaw by
the town of Szczecin. The B. Prus Academic
Bookshop is adjacent to the Fine Arts Academy

building. It is here that most of the action of,
‘Lalka’, the celebrated book set in Warsaw takes
place. By the gate behind the bookshop there is
a plaque to fictional characters, Ignacy Rzecki,
salesman at Stanistaw Wokulski’s.

Smaller Basilica of the Holy Cross

(Bazylika Mniejsza pw. Swietego Krzyza)

ul. Krakowskie Przedmiescie 3

Built at the end of the 17th century. In 1683,
King Jan Il Sobieski entrusted himself and his
homeland to God before his military campaign
against the Turks in Vienna.

The temple’s pillars are the resting place of the
heart of Chopin and that of Wiadystaw Rey-
mont, Polish Nobel prize-winning writer. The
church also contains memorial epitaphs of other
renowned Poles, such as Bolestaw Prus, Jozef
Ignacy Kraszewski, Juliusz Stowacki and Wta-
dystaw Sikorski. An enormous statue of Christ
bearing his cross, one of the most recognisable
symbols of Warsaw, stands on the stairs in front
of the facade.
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Mikotaj Kopernik Monument

(Pomnik Mikotaja Kopernika)

ul. Nowy Swiat / Krakowskie Przedmiescie

A statue by B. Thorvaldsen, Danish sculptor, cre-
ated on the initiative of Stanistaw Staszic. Found
in Nysa, Lower Silesia, after and war and re-mo-
unted on the surviving pedestal. There are two
identical monuments in the world which have
been cast from the original mould, one in Mont-
real and the other one in Chicago.

A symbolic monument, the protagonist of brave,
‘minor sabotage’ operations of the Grey Ranks,
including that of Aleksander Dawidowski, ‘Alek’,
who removed German plaques from the monu-
ment pedestal in 1942.

A representation of the Solar System, using
different paving blocks and convex models of
planets, has been placed on the square before
the monument. The planets can be felt under
your feet, their surfaces are differently textured
and bear concave inscriptions with the planets’
names in Polish, English and Latin. The Staszic
Palace, now the seat of the Polish Academy of
Sciences, is located behind the monument. The
palace was built in the years 1820-23 according
to a Late Classical design of A. Corazzi. Opposite
the Staszic Palace, on the other side of Nowy
Swiat St., the former Zamoyski Palace is situated
(no. 69). It is its windows where the assasina-
tion of the tsar’s governor, F. F. Berg, was at-
tempted, followed by the tsar’s army’s revenge
and looting the castle, defenestrating various
objects, a piano of Chopin among others. This
fact inspired Cyprian Kamil Norwid to write his
thrilling poem entitled ‘Chopin’s Piano’, whose
ending lines meaningfully say: ‘With groaning —
stones gone deaf, The Ideal — now brought low

on the pavement'.
fer::yﬁwiatSt.

.r"'r from Krakowskie Przedmiescie
from Staszic Palace, ground floor
ﬂ entrance to Staszic Palace tel. 448 22 657 28 26

as staff members need to open the other part of
the heavy high door. Lift inside the building

Trzech Krzyzy Square

An important spot of the capital in transport
terms. The most important city’s routes met
here as early as in the 17th century. The squ-
are was named the Golden Crosses Crossroad
at the time, after the golden crucifixes fixed on
columns which are present here even today.
Nowadays the square is a visiting place where
you can spend your time in fashionable cafes
and restaurants, as well as do a bit of shopping
in elegant boutiques and outlets of exclusive
global brands.
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Ujazdowski Park

Created at the end of the 19th century in the
place of a square where folk feasts used to be

held. One of the park’s interesting details is
a person weigher, used uninterruptedly since
1912.

cobblestones and hard earth paths
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Ujazdéw Castle

Centre for Contemporary Art

(Zamek Ujazdowski

— Centrum Sztuki Wspotczesnej)

ul. Jazdéw 2

Ujazdéw is one of the oldest places in Warsaw.
This is where a historical town was located and
from where a Mazovian prince transferred the
court to the Old Town. The castle which can be
seen today was constructed in the beginning
of the 17th century and reconstructed many
times thereafter. Queen Bona resided here. In
the years 1809-1944, it housed a military hospi-
tal. The castle was reconstructed after the war.
Since 1981, it has been the seat of the Centre
for Contemporary Art, a cultural institution and
a splendid gallery.
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ﬂ gallery and restaurant in the Castle
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Warsaw University Botanical Garden
(Ogrod Botaniczny

Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego)

al. Ujazdowskie 4

tel. +48 22 628 75 14, www.bot.uw.edu.pl
Founded in 1818, it is a semblance of wildlife in
the city’s centre. Interesting specimens of flora,
educational paths and greenhouses await visi-
tors. The garden’s collection of plants contains
approx. 10 thousand species. The botanical gar-

den can be visited from spring to autumn. The-
re is a carbon stone fixed in by King Stanistaw
August Poniatowski on the 3rd of May 1792,
symbolising a germ of the Temple of God's Pro-
vidence which was to be built in this spot.
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hard asphalt, gravel and earth alleys; some alleys on
an incline, a person in a wheelchair will need assistance;
the garden can be reached by a narrow, uneven pavement
or an internal road;

tazienki Krélewskie Palace

— Garden Complex

ul. Agrykoli 1

tel. +48 22 506 01 01, www.lazienki-krolewskie.pl

The palace and garden complex in the tazienki Kré-
lewskie, one of the most beautiful complexes of this
type in Europe, was founded in the 17th century.
It hosts many cultural and entertainment events.
Splendid examples of architectural heritage can
be admired here, the most important one of them
being the Palace on the Water, built by D. Merlini
and K. Kramsetzer for King Stanistaw August Ponia-
towski. It was the king's summer residence where
receptions and the famous Thursday dinners took
place. The Theatre on the Island is situated next to
the palace. You also have to find the Myslewicki
Palace where the king's courtiers lived, orangeries,
corps de gardes, the Little White House and the
statue of Fryderyk Chopin, close to which Chopin
concerts take place in summers.

A 4 area around the monument
N 5 f
on different levels
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{:\ partially, the area surrounding the monument
(&8 is located on different levels which can be entered
via stairs or ramps

We suggest that you visit the tazienki Krélewskie
Park starting in its eastern part, located nearby the

parking and the entrance at the junction of Mysli-
wiecka St. and Szwolezeréw St. This spares you si-
gnificant differences in the lie of the land. It is more
difficult to walk and drive your wheelchair along
sandy and earth alleys on rainy days.

Belvedere (Belweder)
ul. Belwederska 52, tel.+48 22 849 48 39

The Classicist palace known mainly as the for-
mer seat of state authorities. Constructed in
the 17th century, it came into the possession
of Stanistaw August Poniatowski in the middle
of the 18th century and housed an earthenwa-
re manufacture founded by the king. In 1818,
the palace became the residence of Grand Duke
Constantine, the tsar’s governor in Poland. In
later years, it was the seat of Marshall Jozef Pit-
sudski and Polish presidents’ residence. The last
president to live in Belweder was Lech Watgsa.
A statue of Marshall Jozef Pitsudski, an indepen-
dence activist, the leader of the legions and the
Chief of the Polish State, stands in front of the
palace.

Wilanéw Palace

ul. St. Kostki Potockiego 10/16

tel. +48 22 842 07 95, www.wilanow-palac.pl
The summer residence of King Jan Il Sobieski,
subsequently owned by August Il and the most
eminent aristocratic families. The name of the
palace and the entire district comes from the
phrase ‘Villa Nova'. This is the name that Sobie-
ski gave to the land when he acquired it in the
17th century to build a palace on it. The impres-
sive building combined the features of a gentry
manor-house, an Italian garden villa and a pa-
lace in the 17th century French style (Louis XIV,
the ‘Sun King’). It is one of the most beautiful
historical examples of European Baroque and a
testimony to the glory of the Republic of Poland.

3 stairs to the entrance and
between floors
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stairs leading to the entrance, a wooden ramp
can be arranged when a persons in a wheelchair

arrives at the ticket office, the Palace staff is
notified and the ramp is put down; floor and
underground areas inaccessible

Wilanéw Garden

The Baroque garden is the oldest part of the Wi-
lanéw park. It is an integral component of the
royal residence. It owes its present appearance
to the reconstruction completed in accordance
with the design of professor Gerard Ciotek, car-
ried out in the 1950s. The upper terrace of the
garden, in compliance with the rules of Baroque
art, corresponds to the layout of the palace’s
interiors.
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Poster Museum (Muzeum Plakatu)

ul. St. Kostki Potockiego 10/16

tel. +48 22 842 26 06
www.postermuseum-wilanow.pl

The only one in Poland and the world’s first po-
ster museum was founded in Wilanéw in 1968
as a branch of the National Museum. The mu-
seum is located in the premises of the former
riding arena of the Wilanéw Palace. Its collec-
tion now contains more than 55 thousand items
and is one of the world's biggest collections of
artistic posters. Every two years, the museum
hosts the International Poster Biennale. It is the
country’s most important and the world’s oldest
contest and exhibition of posters.
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Museums and galleries

Warsaw Rising Museum

(Muzeum Powstania Warszawskiego)

ul. Grzybowska 79

tel. +48 22 539 79 05/06, www.1944.pl

The museum, inaugurated on the 60th anniver-
sary of the uprising’s outbreak (1944), is a tribu-
te to those who fought and fell fighting for free
Poland and its capital. It is housed by a former
tramway power station and is one of the most
modern museums in Poland. A tower with the
symbol of the Fighting Poland and an observa-
tion deck overlooks the museum building.

cobblestones
between floors

ﬂ multimedia elements, tangible exhibits, audio
exhibits, films, multimedia elements, perceptible
vibrations, stylish bar

National Museum (Muzeum Narodowe)

Al. Jerozolimskie 3

tel. +48 22 629 30 93, www.mnw.art.pl

The museum has a rich collection of exhibits
of all periods, from antiquity to modern times.
The building was constructed just before the
war and some equipment of the Royal Castle
was hidden here. Many temporary exhibitions,
presenting art from all over the world, are kept
here. The wing facing the Vistula houses the
Museum of the Polish Army (Muzeum Wojska
Polskiego).
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stairs to the entrance, between floors and on
one floor

ﬂ an information point by the entrance with a plan
of the museum with marked galleries, lifts and
toilets for the disabled

Fryderyk Chopin Museum

(Muzeum Fryderyka Chopina)

ul. Okdlnik 1, tel. +48 22 827 5473
(scheduled opening — spring 2010)

On the edge of a Vistula escarpment and the
gully of Tamka St., on the massive bastion of
Janusz Ostrogski's castle from the end of the
16th century, towers a baroque palace of Jan
Gninski. Once reconstructed after the war, for
a certain period in 1954 it was made the seat
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of Fryderyk Chopin Association and a museum
bearing the composer’s name. The history of
its collection, now the world’s biggest one of
Chopiniana, dates back to 1935 when Fryde-
ryk Chopin Institute started to gather the ob-
jects related to the musician. The permanent
exposition entitled ‘Chopin in his motherland
and abroad’ presents the composer’s personal
effects, documents, music and literary manu-
scripts, paintings, sculptures and graphics rela-
ted to the composer or his nearest and dearest.

Zacheta — National Gallery of Art
(Zacheta — Narodowa Galeria Sztuki)

pl. Matachowskiego 3

tel. +48 22 827 58 54, www.zacheta.art.pl
One of the biggest and oldest galleries in Po-
land and a national cultural institution which
documents the history of Polish art. Gabriel
Narutowicz, the first president of Poland, was
shot in Zacheta. A rich calendar of temporary
exhibitions will certainly satisfy amateurs of
modern art.
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stairs from the front, a lift at the back p
for people in wheelchairs
restaurants, café, bar accessible for disabled
people on level -1

Museum of Sports and Tourism

(Muzeum Sportu i Trystyki)

ul. Wybrzeze Gdyriskie 4, tel. +48 22 560 37 80
www.muzeumsportu.waw.pl

The Museum of Sports and Tourism in Warsaw
was founded in 1952. It is one of the oldest
museums of this type in Europe, located in
the seat of the Olympic Centre since 2005.
Its collection comprises more than 45 tho-
usand exhibits, related mainly to Polish sports.

The showpieces include medals, cups, coins,
flags, pennants, outfits, sports equipment,
travel gear and accessories, sports and tourist
posters, sport-related works of art (sculptu-
res, pictures, graphics, art medals, fabrics),
postage stamp and numismatic collections,
56 thousand photographs, 16 thousand bo-
oks, and more than 2 thousand documents
and archive records. The museum’s collection
is supplemented by video and sound records.
The Museum of Sports and Tourism in Warsaw
is a venue for, among others, fairs of sports
souvenir collectors and Wanda Rutkiewicz Mo-
untaineering Film Review (May).

cobblestones in front of
the entrance
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‘ﬁﬂ on the security
in the Olympic center
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from the entrance and audio and video
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Culture
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Grand Theatre National Opera

pl. Teatralny 1

tel. +48 22 826 50 19, www.teatrwielki.pl
The Grand Theatre has been the representative
Polish ballet-opera stage for 170 years. It was
raised in 1825-1833 to a design by A. Corazzi
and has been rebuilt several times. The pre-
miers of the outstanding operas by S. Moniusz-
ko were staged here: the complete version of
Halka (1858) and The Haunted Manor (1865).

The National opera has been cultivating its
over 200 year old tradition in the Grand The-
ater by staging world classics and work by

Polish composers from K. Kurpiriski, through
S. Moniuszko, to K. Penderecki. The only The-
ater Museum in Poland can be found on the first
floor. Monuments to W. Bogustawski and S. Mo-
niuszko in front of the building.

on the floors
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persons in wheelchairs enter
for the price of a pass, cafe

National Philharmonic

(Filharmonia Narodowa)

ul. Jasna 5

tel. +48 22 551 71 28, www.filharmonia.pl
The inaugural concert in the Philharmonic Hall
took place on November 5, 1901 and featured
pieces by Polish composers. The orchestra was
conducted by E. Miynarski and among the solo-
ists who performed was I. J. Paderewski, world
famous pianist, composer and statesman-to-be.
On February 21, 1955, at the inauguration of
the first season in the Warsaw Philharmonia it
was renamed the National Philharmonia.

Currently the Philharmonia is proud to have 112
prominent instrumentalists and 100 singers in
its choir who are invited to perform at the most
famous world musical centers. It reqularly hosts
youth concerts, the so called Thursday Music
Meeting, and Sunday children’s concerts. The
National Philharmonic also acts as an educatio-
nal centre organizing thousands of concerts in
schools and culture centers nationwide.
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Polonia Theatre (Teatr Polonia)

Entrance to the theatre at ul. Piekna 28

and at ul. Marszatkowska 56

(the ticket window)

www.teatrpolonia.pl, tel. +48 22 621 61 41
Ticket window: tel. +48 22 622 21 32

The theatre founded by Krystyna Janda in the
place of the former Polonia cinema. Since the
date of its first premiere in 2006, which was

‘Three sisters’ by Anthony Chekhov, Polonia
theatre has been enjoying great popularity both
among Warsovians and visitors to the capital.
The theatre was awarded the 2008 Warsaw
without barriers’ award for adopting itself to
disabled people’s requirements and being open
to their needs.

ﬂ free tickets for disabled on wheelchairs
H sound amplificated headphones
two seats on the main stage auditorium
g
driveaway .
to the small stage i

The Polish Theatre (Teatr Polski)
ul. Karasia 2, tel. +48 22 826 79 92

Teatr Polski was opened on January 29, 1913
with the premiere of Irydion written by Z. Kra-
sinski. The theatre was built thanks to the ende-
avors of its founder and director of many years,
A. Szyfman. It was one of the most beautiful and
modern theater buildings in Europe and had the
first revolving stage in Poland, an amphitheatre
for over a thousand spectators, stylish interior
design and modern technical equipment. Not
long after its inauguration the Polish Theater
became the best stage in Poland. Outstanding
actors performed here. The most important
plays of classical Polish and foreign dramatur-
gy, as well as modern plays were staged here.
The theatre, rebuilt after the war, was re-inau-
gurated on January 17, 1946 with Juliusz Sto-

wacki's, Lilla Weneda.
é\_ I row, 4 places at sides
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Recommended by us

Sejm of the Republic of Poland

ul. Wiejska 4/6/8

tel. +48 22 694 25 00, www.sejm.gov.pl
Opening hours: previous reservation required
08:30, 09:00, 10:00, 11:00, 12:00, 13:00,
14:00, 15:00

The parliament did not have its own seat in ear-
ly Poland. Initially, it used to debate in Piotrkéw,
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then in the Wawel castle and from the 16th
century onwards, in the Royal Castle in Warsaw.
The reconstruction of the building of a former fe-
male school for the seat of the Sejm of the Repu-
blic of Poland started as late as in 1918. The first
parliamentary session took place here in 1919.
The Sejm of the Republic of Poland is best to
visit on the days when sessions are not held.
It is then possible to see the session room, the
main hall, the Column Room, the so-called ‘mar-
shall’s corridor’, and the Senate’s session room
(only on the days when the Senate does not sit).
Having implemented numerous architectonical
modifications and adopted the Sejm to the ne-
eds of MPs and visitors using wheelchairs, the
building is now an accessible place, friendly to
handicapped people.

to the pass office on Wiejska Street (H buildin,
p j ( %)
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Cathedral Basilica of the Martyrdom
of St. John the Baptist

(Bazylika Archikatedralna

pw. Meczenstwa $w. Jana Chrzciciela)

ul. Swietojariska 8, www.katedra.mkw.pl

Modestly squeezed between historical houses,
this cathedral was built in the 14th century as
a parish church and gradually grew in importan-
ce, until it became the most significant church of
the Republic. Marriages, coronations and royal
funerals were solemnised here. The basilica ho-
uses Primate Stefan Wyszynski's tomb and its
crypts hide the tombs of the Mazovian princes,
Warsaw’s archbishops, Stanistaw August Ponia-
towski, the last king of Poland, President Ga-
briel Narutowicz and Henryk Sienkiewicz, Polish

writer awarded the Noble prize. Organ concerts
take place in the archicathedral in summers.
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Cathedral of St. Michael the Archangel
and St. Florian the Martyr

(Katedra sw. Michata Archaniofa

i $w. Floriana Meczennika)

ul. Floriariska 3

This Catholic temple was built not only becau-
se of pastoral needs of the parish, but also as
a response of the nation to the Russianisation
process. When the monumental Eastern Ortho-
dox Church of Maria Magdalena was construc-
ted in Praga in the middle of the 19th century,
the provost of this parish started to build a new,
neo-Gothic church. Its soaring, 75 metres high
towers could be seen from far away and were
higher than the onion-like dome of the near-
by Orthodox church. During World War II, the
church was destroyed and only the statues of
its patron saints, St. Michael the Archangel and
St. Florian, survived. It was rebuilt with great
precision, using the bricks that were manufactu-
red in the 19th century.
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Saski Garden

Founded in the years 1713-1733 on the initia-
tive of King Augustus Il the Strong and located
next to the already inexistent Saski Palace. Made

accessible to Warsovians in 1720, it has since
then become one of the oldest public parks in
Poland. There are many sculptures, a fountain,
a rotunda-shaped water reservoir, patterned
after the Temple of Vesta, and a solar clock.
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in season thematic events, concerts, ceremonial changing
of the guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier

(Gréb Nieznanego Zotnierza)

A small colonnade, the remains of the Saski Pa-
lace, stands on Pitsudskiego Square in Warsaw.
A vigil light is kept burning in front of it and
military honour guards stand close at all times.
Itis a symbolic tomb to commemorate nameless
soldiers who fell fighting for their country.
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Palace of Culture and Science
(Patac Kultury i Nauki)

PI. Defilad 1
tel. +48 22 656 76 00, www.pkin.pl
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Constructed in the years 1952-1955 as a gift
from the Russian people to the Polish nation, it
is the highest building in Warsaw and an exam-
ple of socialist realism in architecture. There
are theatres, museums, a cinema, a swimming
pool and a concert hall in the palace. It is also
a venue for numerous exhibitions and fairs. The
30th floor features a panoramic terrace, the hi-
ghest spot of this type in Warsaw, where you
can admire the city’s skyline.
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the venue of interesting exhibitions and Fairs:
Book, Tourism. Theaters, cinema, restaurant, Youth
Palace, Technology Museum, swimming pools, ice
rink on one side of the building, park surroundings

University of Warsaw Library

(Biblioteka Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego)

ul. Dobra 56/66

tel. +48 22 552 51 81, www.buw.uw.edu.pl

The building facade symbolises a row of open
books and is one of the most interesting exam-
ples of modern architecture in Warsaw.

A freely accessible garden is located on the
library’s roof. Visitors may have a look at the
building’s interior through its glass roof or spe-
cial windows.
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Monument to the Little Insurgent

(Pomnik Matego Powstarica)

Podwale St. / Battlements of the Old Town

The monument showing a young boy in a hel-
met too large for him is a symbol of the children
who fought in the Warsaw Uprising.

The monument was designed by J. Jarnuszkie-
wicz in 1946 and put up only in 1983 on the
vestiges of the eight defensive towers on the
Old Town walls.
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monument accessible with 6 easy steps; those in
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wheelchairs can see it from the street

1944 Warsaw Uprising Monument
Pl. Krasiriskich / ul. Dtuga

The monument was designed by W. Kuzma and
architect J. Budyn and raised thanks to public
subscriptions. Two groups of sculptures depict:
— the attack of the insurgents and exodus — fle-
eing through the sewers.

Initially the monument raised controversies due
to its realistic form. The original sewer entran-
ce through which insurgents withdrew from
the Old Town on September 2 1944 towards
Srédmiescie (the city centre) is commemorated
with a plaque on a building on the other side
of the street. There is a wall of memory behind
the monument in the flagstoned open area and
the Insurgent’s House (on Dtuga St.) where on
the first floor (inaccessible for persons in whe-
elchairs) exhibitions about the Rising in Warsaw
are organized.
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ul. Ratuszowa 1/3

tel. 22 619 40 41, www.zoo.waw.pl

Founded in 1928, this garden is now house to
a few thousand animals. However, the real pro-
tagonists of the Warsaw ZOO are brown little
bears, whose pen is located outside the garden.
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among others for blind children

n the 200 hosts workshops for disabled children,

small cafe open in summer

Pole Mokotowskie

al. Niepodlegtosci, www.polemokotowskie.pl

It is a typical modern sports and recreation park.
Its broad walking avenues, bicycle paths and
a concrete-lined water body with a fountain
make this place incredibly popular among War-
sovians. You can rest on the grass here or re-
fresh yourself at one of the park’s pubs on sunny
days. Pole Mokotowskie is also the place where
many open-air events take place. For instance,
picnics to celebrate the Earth Day or Children’s
Day are held here every year.

A must-know guide
— practical information

Municipal means of transport

Every bus route in Warsaw is served by buses
adopted to disabled people’s needs. These are
low-floor buses, easier to get on, also equipped
with special ramps by means of which you can
wheel onto the bus. You have to ask the driver
to roll out the ramp.

The place where a wheel can be immobilised
using a special fastener has been assigned in
buses. The low-floor buses are marked in bus
timetables with square brackets, e.g. [34].
Buses are also equipped with amenities for po-
or-sighted people, such as bright or contrasting
colour-coded handrails, holders, press buttons
and stair steps. Some buses and tramways di-
splay station names on dedicated screens, some
play audio-recorded information concerning the
route.

Thanks to the systems facilitating one’s moves
that are implemented at stations, disabled pe-
ople using wheelchairs should not have pro-
blems with travelling by underground. Some
stations have toilets and telephone boxes ad-
opted to people in wheelchairs. Every platform
has its safety zone, delimited by a floor margin

(yet too narrow) with differently textured sur-
face. Voice recordings are also played to warn
you that the train doors are to open or close and
to announce the next station. It is necessary to
mind the gap between the train door and the
station platform (approx. 10 cm).

between the platform and the underground
wagon about 10 cm

with difficulty, no tangible marks along
the platforms

&
with difficulty, noise on
/ the platforms
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touch maps and MP3 players for the Ratusz
Arsenat underground station for blind and poor-
sighted people. More at: www.metro.waw.pl

between floors

Railway

It is possible to hire an attendant for a disa-
bled person at the Central Station by calling at
+48 22 474 60 16 or personally, at the left
luggage cash desk (the gallery level, opposite
the stairway to the main hall). Amenities for di-
sabled people are also available at Powisle and
Ochota railway stations.

with difficulty (help of other people necessary;
corridors of the majority of trains too narrow
for wheelchairs)

with difficulty (no tangible marks along the
platforms)

with difficulty (high volume of noise)
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bars accessible in the main terminal, separate
ticket office, luggage office
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Fryderyk Chopin Airport

Dedicated spots are assigned for disabled pe-
ople in the main hall and outside the building.
They are marked with international symbols,
which makes them well visible. The internatio-
nal terminal is equipped with lifts at all of its
levels, including the storeyed parking space and
the interior of the arrivals/departures building
(on the sides of the vehicle access and the air-
field).

Public space

Some buildings are equipped with driveways
or ramps for wheelchairs, though the majority
of them are not prepared to receive physically
handicapped people. Some pedestrian crossings
have pavement ramps and also a sound signal-
ling system for blind people (all newly-construc-
ted or repaired crossings are to be provided
with this system).

Adapted toilets in Warsaw

Toilets of this type are accessible in places such
as McDonald’s, KFC and Pizza Hut restaurants.
Most commercial centres are also equipped with
toilets adopted for people who use wheelchairs.

Important websites:

www.niepelnosprawni.pl

www.integracja.org
www.mobidat.pl
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